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T7 the Knighss, Gentlemen aud Free- 


"Holders of the Cary of Gloncefter. 


| Gentdemes, 
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ſigca you-are DD ys lr Cong: 
ligament, b 59 gre. You [tice of ſore 
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and another Member, for no leſs a Crime qt: di —_—_— the 
Execution of the Law and of her late Majeltics Au- 
thority ; for Proof of which, there were no leſs than ſeven Biſhops, 
beſides other conſiderable Perſons, Wierneſles, did by Contrivance 

A with 


62) 
with the. Criminals ſo time it, that at laſt, after much delay, 
it was by a ſmall Number of the — together 
with the Speaker, thrown out without Reading. is Was 
ſoon after complained of at the General Quarter Selſions, and the 
Petition leſt, with. the Clerk, of the Peace: And now again 
in the laſt© 'Sefſion ' of Parltament in fach manner, as is a 
Shame to the whole. Houſe of Commons, and indeed 
to the whole Nation to have kad ſich a Set of Repreſentatives : 
and moſt Juſt it was upon them,. that they, who had no more Re- 
gard to the Honour of the King, nay, to the Honour of God 
himſelf, ſhould be ſo infatuated' as to e their own Shame, 
and the Shame of the whole Houſe, and to the farther Shame 
of the Nation, 'if it be ſuffered to Paſs without due Correction. 
The Cafe is fo plain'and eaffe to-be nnderſRood (by | the other 
two Papers: herennto annexed, that-I need'fay no more; than, 
as to Mr. How (whoſe Name 1 ſpa Printed -) thay 
the Words ab to have- been; ſpoken 
can ſafely Teſtihe upon Oath, i 

eſume he will not den And Z | | 

bad" by.a former Letter imminded ' him of-the'-former- Caſe ; 


but it ſeems Part omg ——_ rs 
ever to. move | . But-upon/ the motion 
Pt [be not non ws had giv 


of this, by a Perſon 


he was not only pleaſed to mi 
in the Houſe, but to it out of the 
and "Taverns, with ſo mnch- Vanity, and ſo palpable 
that the ve fal'of theſe Papers are ſufficient to deteft it, 
and'as gave ce to divers who heard him, and made ſome 
think” a little Addition to'his- Name at the end, more proper 
for him than that before it. © 

I'preſume you know! who are concerned in the Caſe, and 
hope yop will do at your County Coort, what may- be a ſuf- 
ficient Indication; of your e of Religion, of your: Loyal. 
ty, and Regard to the Noble: Conſtitution -of our 7 Ht hoy 
and your, C n for the Common Rights of the Commdns of 
Enyland.” And iadeed; -it is a kind of nnavoidable Teſt of - all 


:hcſe. | 
| Tony Hitwble Servant Edw. Stephens. . 


QUESTIONS 


Common Right, 


Proper and Neceſſary 'to be | conſidered 
Þy all Kn:ghts, Gentlemen, Free-hold- 
ers, aud Commoners of England, 
and eſpecially thoſe of the Honourable 
Profeſſion of the Law. 


H E true Engliſh Government, excellently compoſed of the 
three Simple Species, Monarchy, Aviſtocracy, and Demo- 
crary, 1 have long thought, and ſtill think, to be i» irs Corr- 

ftirmtion, one of the Beſt Governments in the World ; and not 
more excellent in it ſelf, than well Atcommodated to the' Genivs 
of the People; and which is but the conſequence of rheſe, moſt 
Eaſy to be 'Bxerciſed, This 1 think very'true, tho' it hath already 
within our Memory, ſuffer'd ſuch diſmal Conerſſions ard Conſnſions, 
and, in my apprehenſion, is in in ſo great Danger of more, as 
if there was nothing of Trnath in it. But this doth not proceed 
from the Conſtitution ; but from other Can/es : Whet of one is 
Secret, The Judgment of God, for a.fecret Koort of Bijrternef,, little 
regarded by thoie, who ought to be moſt Skilfal in diſcerning, 
and moſt Active in amending ſuch Matrers. But ch.re arc others 
manifeſt enough : One is a General Corriprion of the army 

A the 


\ and the Truſt repoſed in them in which reſpedt, 


(2) 
the People: Another notorious Corruption of their Deputies and Repre- 
{entatives, both in Manners in general, and in o__ of Faſt ice 
| have known 
\ ſome/of themſelves laugh, and ſay, that they are he rue Repre- 
Yentatives of the Nation indeed. And tho" this of it ſelf hath a 
Tendence to the Diſſolmtion of the Government, yet there is 
another mofe dangerous than this, if it be not Jook'd to in time: 
and that is by Popular Faftions, For as Monarchics are apt to de- 
generate into Tyranny, ſo Democracies are as apt to be diſloly'd 
by Factions: And tho in the Zgl;ſb Conſtitution there is as good 
Provilion againlt both theſe, as Humane Aﬀairs are capable of, 
yet are the Parts of which it is conſtituted, ſubject in ſome ſort, 
to the Corrtptions of thoſe ſimple Specics, fiom which they are 
dexived. What was it but a ſecret Faftion in the Loag Parlia- 
mznt, which- firſt caſt out the Biſhops as Popillily -!t:&ted, then 
the Lords as Uſeleſs and Dangerous, then the greatelt part of ' 
the Commons, except themſelves, commonly call d, 7he Rump ; 
then cut off the King's Head ; and brought all into ſuch Confu- 
ſions as could never be ſettled, until the old Form was reſtored 
again? What was it but a Fattion, which by no cſs than three 
ſeveral Afts of Parliament engagd the Clergy, the Loepadetons, 
the Militia,and all the great Officers and —_ of the Nation, 
in ſuchDeclarations,as juſtify or excuſe the Adverſaricsof thelateRe- 
volution and make theSeveriticsagainſt themandPretence of Forfei- 
tures, inexcuſable,unjuſt,and unreaGnable? Whar is it but aFaftion, 
which hath preſum'd, with ſo muchlnſolence to offer ſuchIndignities 
io a Prince of ſo Great Courage and ConduCt, as hath been com- 
monly believed and talk'd to have been on purpoſe to affront him ? 
How near have ſuch Fattions gone to inſlave the Nation, and fet 
up the Monarchy to be Abſolute and Arbitrary? And how fairly 
have they, begun,to pull down that, and the Ariſtrocratical part, 
and ſet. up the Democracy, or themielves and they know not what ; 
or. rather to introduce an Anarchy, and turn all into the like 
Confuſions again, What ſuch things, may ,come to in time, if 
neglefted, no man knows z but what may be done to- prevent the 
iſchief, is fit to be conſidered. Miſcarriages of Juiics may be 
enquir'd into : And what is done amiſs in one Parliament way be 
reQificd in another. And where there is manifeſtly a Truſt re- 
poſed, and ſo great a Truſt, it would be ſuch a Fault in this 
Canſtitution as I never ſuſpected, if it might be falſificd in ſuch 
Matters as theſc, and without Remedy. 1 have thereforc get 
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fit' to propoſe the following QUESTIONS to the Conſideration of 
alt Perſons concern'd, who think fit to concern themſelves with 
them, But into ſo great Degeneracy, Corruption of Manners 
and Audacions Itmpiety, is this Nation Sunk, Thar it is rare to 
meet with Men, who dare todo their Duty, or ſo much as aſ- 
ſert their Common Rights, or the very Religion they Profeſs, 
notwithſtanding the Laws both of God and Man on their ſide, 
and even where they have not only the greateſt Obligatiov, bur 
the greateſt Priviledge to do it that can be. This is manifeſt be- 
yond all Contradiftion by ſome late Actions of great Infolcnce, 
and no leſs Impiety : So that unleſs azother Parliament, and 2 Con- 
vocation of the Clergy take the Matter into good Conlideration, 
and provide a ſpeedy. Remedy, there is great Danger that the 
whole Nation will ſpeedily fall into great Confuſion. 
The QUESTIONS aretheſe : 

I. Whether the ſeveral Members of the Houſe of Commons be not 
Authoriſed to Sit and Act there, by their reſpeCtive Counties, Ci- 
ties, and Burrovghs, by Indenture under the Hands and Seals of 
the Principal Electors for themſclves and the reſt, as Deputies 
and Truſtees for them all? 

Il. Whether they ought not to receive Inſtruftion: from, and in 
all Matters of moment con/z/r and adviſe with their Principals ? 

I. Whether it be not che Right and Duty of every Knight, 
Gentleman, Freehold, and Commoner of England, to repreſent to 
the Houſe of Commons by their proper Repreſentatives, or any 
other Member of the Houſe, all ſuch matters of Publick Con- 
cern as are pore to be enquir'd of and conlidered there ? 

IV. Whether any Commoner of England may not require his 
On r—_ to repreſent any ſuch Matter tv the 

uſe 

V. Whether it be not a Breach of Truſt in any ſuch Deputy 
or Repreſentative not to perform what is ſo required honeſtly 
and faithfully ? 

VI. Whether they be not acconntable for their Bebaviowr in Par- 
hament to their Principals, by and for whom they are deputed and 
intruſted ; that is, queftjonable by thoſe of the Counties in their 
County Court ( to which all owe Suit and Service, but many neg- 
le& it to their common Prejudice) and thoſe of the Cities and 
me” m their reſpeCtive proper Courts and Aſſemblies, and 
Punifhable for any notorjquy Breach of their Trult upon Com- 
plaint in Parliament? ©, 7 ©! 
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VII. Whether Marters touching the Honour” of Religion, 
Honour of the King, the common Right of all the Commoners 
and 'the - Encouragement, -or Diſcouragement of . the 
Execution-of the Laws, be not. proper. Matters to' be repreſent- 
ed, enquiredand conſidered there ? | 

VI;1 Whether-it be not Unparliamentary, a Breach of Truſt, 
and orcat Velarion of a Fundamental Right of -a\i the Commoners of 
England, for a ſmall number of the Membzrs [with their Speaker 
bzfore the Houſe'be ful}, ro Fore 'that 4 Perition Exhibited for any 
ſuch Matter,.a3 aforeſaid,” ſhould not be read ? 

[X. Whether it be Parliamentary or agreeable to the uſual 
Courſe 6t Parliaments, to Yore a Petition or Letter of Complaint for 
any Contempt of Religian, or Diſhonour ox Indignity to the King, 
or Factions, * etc ices,to be a falſe and ſcaadalous Libel, 
and the Complainang ſecuted before be hath been neard at 
the Bar, or had noticeto-appear and prove his Complaint? » 

X, Whether -the Fundamental and Common, Rights of all the 
Commms of England | be not; of greater Importance to be Pre- 
{erved and Maintained Inviolably than any . of the Priviledges 
of their Deputies, which they have only in Reſpect of their De- 
putarion and Traſt repoſed.in them (of which ſome are ofter 
Complained of by their Principals as Abuſed to their Prejudice ?.) 
XI. Whether it be not the Common Intereſt of the Government of 
England, and of, all the Commons, and the Duty of every Subjett 
to maintain and defend the Honour and Dignity, of, the King, 
when there is occaſion, as well as the. Rights and Linzrties: of 
themſelves, and their Felow-Commoners, by -the Common Law 
of Loyalty and Allegiance, and of all Members of Parliament, 
Magiſtrates 2nd Officers, &c, by ſpecial Obligation of their So. 
lemn Oath ? 

X1I. Whether all Conſpiracies andPrattices which havea natural 
Tendency to'diſlolve, interrupt, or-abate the mutual Confidence 
that onght to be preſerved and maintain'd between the King and 
the People, and to draw-the AﬀeCtions of the People from the 
King totheConſpirators; eſpecially when on the one {ide there is no 
ſpecial Occaſion for them more than ordinary ; and oh the other, 
there are:ſuch Popular Matters -in agitation as give great Ad- 
vantage to ſach a Deſign, may not ' juſtly - be fuſpetted to be 
Treaſonable, and-by Conſequence ought to} be ſtoutly and reſo- 


Autely oppoſed by all Eairbſul. and bjetts? - | 
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To the Knights, Gentlemen, F webolder' 
and Commons of ; England, 
EDW ARD STEPHENS wiſheth 
Prudence, Piety, Peace and Huppineſs. 
Gentlemen and Fellow-C ommoners, 
tives in Parlia- 


V Hart you ſee here 
be pabliſh'd, but 


| bers, your Truſtees a 
only a ſmall number to be preſented to them. Butgfince they have pu- 


ment, being then printed; 


bubliſh'd their * Yores C—_ it ; tis fit and but juſt you ſhould , 


ſee what it is they have ſo Cenfur'd. I have many years endea- 
youred to ſerve you to the beſt of my Ability, withoat ſeekin 

Preferment or Reward from Men,or accepting of what hath been of- 
fer'd, What I have written lately for the ce of our Great Maſter 
and your Selves, hath been ill requited by the Prudential * Latieudina- 


V, Ol ' Erig« 


liſbLoyalty.'p. 
13. 14. 
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rian Biſhops with Falſe Reports and Calumnies, no leſs than of Mad- ;,,c1 bu 
neſs and Popery, like the Falſe Prophets of old, and the Hreendiaries of ſumed very pro- 
the late Civil Wars : And what I have offer'd to the Houſe for the p:r!y. 


ſame purpoſe, both formerly, and now again, hath been fo treated 
as is very inconſiſtent either with their Duty or our Right,” For 
theſe things / appeal to the Righteous Judgment of Almighty God, 
to your own Conſciences, and to the next Parliamant ; and to a 
Convention of the Clergy, as to what concerns the Biſhops and rhe 
falſe. Charge of « Popery. Theſe Gentlemen, who ſer vp thenifclv es 
for ow Maſters, receive all their Authority from Us, and under 
our Hands and Seals z and if we do not let them know thity art 
our owr Servarts, and accountable to Us for their Behaviour, We 
our ſelves are juſtly anſwerablg for their Misbehaviour bcfore 
God and Mar. And if we do nor appear as well for the Honour 
of the King, when there is occaſion, as for the Rights 'of rhe 
Subje&t, we do not diſcharge our Dnty to our Country, Fedor 5 
our Oath to the King, or are Worthy of the Benefit of ſo Noble 
a Government. | hope you will took better to your EleCtion the 
next time, and ſend up ſuch TRE as have more ſenſc - Re- 
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(2) 
tigizn and their Duty to God, of the true Engliſh Government, 
and the Honour of the King, of your Rignts and the Truſt re- 
poſed in them, and fic to enquire into the Miſcarriages of theſe.. 


To Str Richard Cocks. 
Sir Richard, 


S Fam 2Commoner of Fngland, it is, as I told yow be- 

ightiand my Duty to take notice, and com- 

A f Commons, of ail, or any ſuch mat- 
cern as are proper for the Inquiry or 

Conlideratian And as lama Chriltian, Lam much 
morsobliged to 1 t, and diſcharge that Duty, when they 
arc ſich as do affront, or do Contempt to the Chriſtian Religion, 
which is the Religion of the Nation, and fo Eſſential a part of this 
Conſticution, that it is one of the Fundamental Principles of our 
Laws, that what-ever Laws are enacted in-any thing contrary to 
this Religion, they are ſo far void and nuil. This i> che common 
Right and Duty of every Commoner 'of England, But belides all 
this, I have been for Tome Years, by the ſpecial Providence of Al- 
mighty God, engaged in his more immediate Service, and without 
_ limitation to any ſpecial Charge; ſo that where-ever I have oppor- 
tunity for his Service, I am obliged faithfully to diſcharge it. And 
beſides all this, I am obliged by Oath to be faithful ro the preſent 
King, which 1 intend, by the Graceof God, faithfully to perform, 
tho' for ſpecial, and, I think, good Reaſons, L refuſe tatake it again. 
Theſe are great Obligations, and ſuch as I cannot diſchar ge without 
Ng 2 and complaining of what I obſerve greatly amiſs in 
Both Howſes of Parliament. And I ſhall do it firſt to you, as my pro- 
per Repreſentative; and by you deſire it may be repreſented to 
= Houſe, as you will anſwer it to your Countt y, for which you 
erve. 

'- In your Houſel obſerve ſuch abominable Impiety, and Contempt 
of Religiofh, as greater hath rarely been known: | haye heard it 
camplained of by Members of the Houſe, that a Man can hardly - 
mention any thing of God or Religion there, -but he ſhall be in 
danger to be ridicul'd or laught at. And when | have asked, why 
no body moved the Houſe that ſome of them might be called to 
the Bar, and made Examples, the common Anſwer hath been, Us 
would be to no parpoſe. Which is the Shame of the whole Houſe, 
and-notorious Evidence of their Impudence and Ignorance of what 
becomes ſuch Aſſemblies, in one part of them; and of ſuch Baſe- 
neſs, 


(3) 
neſs, as makes them unworthy of the Name of Chriſtians i the reſt ; 
as if the generous Diſcharge of ſo great and noble a Duty, was 
not of it ielf athing to great purpoſe ; as if the Fearful, or ſuch as 
are aſhamed of Chrilt, or his Words, arc not to have their 
with Infidels and Unbelieversz that i5, with ſuch as the of 
their Fellow-Members of whom they complain; as if their Baſe» 
neſs might not reaſonably be impnted by the others to Infidelity 
and Disbelict of the Religion, which they profeſs, to the Scandal of 
Religion, and Hardening thoſe poor Creatures in their lmpicty.. 
It is no wonder if the whole-Nation abound in Infidelity. and all 
kind of Wickedneſs, whea there is no more Religion in thole who: 
ſhould correct it among the Commons, and the * Laticudinarian bi- of rhets Pru. 
ſhops among the Lords. And now I appeal to the Conſciences of denrials, / heve 
all, who have any Senſe of Religion, and to the dreadful Tribunal /*48 face ne- 
of Almighty God, whether theſe things be not true, and whether *** ty 
there be not more danger to the Nation from ſich a Houſe of Com- 7 np __ 
mens, and ſuch Biſbops, than from Popery, and from all the Friefs and fictions - 
Feſuires inthe Nation, if they were as many more as they are. the Aion at 
And where there is no more Fear of God, it is nd wonder if there **+ 7 29, 39, 
be not that Honour and Reſpect for the King, that there ought.to be: 35" OI 
Freedom of Debates in Parliaments undoubtedly the Right of the mode why 4 
Subje&t : But if under pretence of Freedom of Debates any Members fe: orbers 
ſhall do atts of Inſolence and Diſreſpect to the King, that is no part */ſewbere. 
of their Right, but a Violation of Duty to the King, and tending tro _ 
the Diſſolution of the Government, and ought to be corrected, 
That your late Yores, grounded upon a falſe and fooliſh Letter 
to a Member of Farliament, was ſuch, is belieyed by many, to get 
an advantage againſt the King; and to. prevent that, 'tis likely 
many did comply in thzir Votes, who did not ſee any other reaſon 
for it; and the Choice of the Chairman for that Commintee, a Per- 
ſon, who was turn'd out of her Service by the late good Qucen, 
hath declared openly in your Lobby to my felf, that he thought 
Vice ought to be encouraged, and is reported to have,expyelſed no 


lictle diſreſpect to the King in your Houſe re now, 1s a con- 
ſiderable Aggravation of the odign - How ſuch things can be 
conliſtent either with Conſcitnceahd Religion, Civil Duty to our 


Country, and one ofthe belt Governments in the World, or their 
Oaths ot Fidelity to the King, 1 do nat underſtand: Nor ſo much- 
as with common Prudence fox themſclves, and, their own Rights. 
The King hath ſhewed himſelf a Prince of great Courage, and of as 
great Prudence and ConduQt, Almighty God has by him, as his 
Inſtrument, in Confederacy with diyers of the chief Catholick 
Princes, vouchſafed us a happy Peafe, if we have the Diſcretion ro 


uſe it as we ought, and as becomes Perſons ſenſible of his Goodne bp, 
alic 


* 
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and of the Refpyt they orighit'to have for his Inſtruments in ic. But 
[ donbt theſe Politicians #© bur egtcgiouſly betool themſelves with 
a vain Conceitadd Prefumption of þaving the Purſe of the Nation. 
"For certainly the King hath as little need of them, as they, have of 
*him?' And by fuch Politicks they do but provoke the juſt Indigna- 
"Lion, 'not only of a wiſe Prince, but of all honelit and faithful Sub- 
Fetts ; and moit of all, of thoſe Confederares, who, it this King ſhould 
die, as he muſt one day, may by 'the juſt Judgment of God, ,enter 
into a Confederacy of themſelves to correct their Ingratitude and 
Folly. Nay, ſbould the King but diſſolve this Parliament, and in 
a Declaration ſet out ſuch Reaſons as he way for that, and for 
Cailing of another, their little Politicks with themſelves might pro- 
+ There are bably be ſoon inthe dire. The Pretence of the * Growth of Popery hath 
#:ber more pro- be:n made uſe of to ſo ill purpoſe heretofore; hath ſo little ground 
per, natal, + this time, {more than ud go $ from the Negligence of the 
gu egpnn _ Clergy in affiſting condemned Perſons, and viliting the Sick, and 
.moveall Fear of © Obſtinacy and Unconcernedneſs of a Party«of Prudential Za- 
'Popery, than titudinarian Biſhpps, for what does more properly belong to their 
ſuch Vidtence Charge, and particularly for mending their Cauſe, and making that 
of ri oe : of ſound, which is indefenſible at preſent; and is raiſed, | believe, ſo 
run ber IE unſeaſonably to ſerve and ſupport a lame and tottering Cauſe, 
ſomething, hat "tis like to prove the Shame-and Confulion both of ir, and 
of thoſe who make uſe of ſuch indireft Means for that porpoſe. Let 
me but know who were the Compoiers of that Letter, and had 
the Impudence and Folly to call me (as it is commonly un- 
derſtood ) Madman Convert, ( two Lyes at once) and I dv not 
donbr but to give you ſuch Account of the whole Matter, as will 
ſufficiently ſatifie both the Houſe and all honeſt and wiſe Men inthe 
"Nation. What 1 have more to ſay, I ſhall reſerve till I fee what 
Uſe is made of this. I hope the Houſe will conſider what is to be 
done; bothto expjare that provoking Wickedneſs againſt God, and 
to Corrett, af they deſerve, all1 ities done to the King : and 
you ſhall always find me ready, in what belongs to me, to ſerve 

Both, and my Country, in the belt manner I can, 


17 5 
Tow humble Servant 
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Late Houſe of COMMONS. 
[: is with the Beſt Governments, that all Te Wit Wie ad 


Foreſight of Man can deviſe, as y i with 
Buildings. They are; both alike 5 make - |} 
not repaired in due time, AK bon += "| 
ſtruction at laſt. The true Eagiſh Gepermes is both in $90 
one of the beſt Conſtitutions in the World moſt 


date to the Nature and Genius of the Engliſh : eople. 
People of this Nation have been heretofore as Famqu 


ages 
for Courage and Hardineſs, bur. alſo for Wiſdom, Virtue: F 
low as any Peeple in the World. Burt at this preſeat, both [ 
he Government is fallen into great Decay, and YN «| 
_—_ ſo Ggenerase, that Hey arc like to become the Scorn 1 
1l the reſt of Mankind, if Matters be not. ſpeedi- 'f 
for one | 


and Odium 

ly amended. The whole | Nation has ſcemed to. me 

— Re pop Aod1 ne Chow 

in rc ro 0095jous corruption e 

have j Seſtiogly ſaid, They were, True - ntatives. of 

People yer when yen demo hare gotten [n anonge 
em, 


oy 
©) 


\ . 
C2) 
them, have done nothing worthy of the Name of Engliſhmen 
toward any- Amendment;-much leſs of Chriſtians, though Pre- 
fefſors of Religion of no ordinary Form. 

The Writers of Magick tell uy, Thar ſuch as are Initiate and 
Proficients in the Black Ar, can/by the Aſſiſtance of their Fea- 


miliar Spirits, ſo bind People in ſome Particulars, that in thoſe 
ey Kantor accompliſh {any Thing, tho inaH 
others they AG &5 other Pcople $.hd divers fuch hivof fear 
and diſcourſed with.” And whole Families have I known broughr 
to Deſolation, in-luch mannet as feemed very plain to me, to 
ect 2Hons of ſome inviſible intelligent Powers, 
or ſome Seat 7 whiich did adherero "them, or both. 
And in ſomes mown 1a certain and manifelt Cauſe, and 
I] doubt _ | - "fd in — or _—_— 
ro anyAur- in x Foggy | ic ts Apd this 1 bave 
great Ah roar Pr zhotruc e of! this-Naiop , which 
will aprzear in time. Bur 1t I$ too ſober a Subjett for ſo mad a 
Generation to be farther flifcoupleg ac preſent, 

The Corruptions 0 the Houſe of Commons is, what is at preſent 
neceſſat y \tq be. rd, and 1s ſo Notorious, , as needs not 
many Words to prove it, It hath been a common and known 
Praftice for this Forty Years laſt paſt; for Men of Confidence 
and rcady Etotution, if 'rhey could but procure an 'Bleftion in 
ſome lirtle Metcenary Burrengh; apd fo \get into the ' Houſe, 
P to! 1 wn $:pt#- {wrong ing and the Court, 
thar {pthc be \ ht off ' by ſome \þ Gratuity, Penſion 
or Plact'+ arid ono) while to! Treari the King with the greateſt 
— dignity ; and another time the whole Houſe of 
Com , ind” this.eirher lightly laugh'd at, - or gravely and 
ptudentially''paiſſed by, by the reſt. ve we not ſeen after 
__ tf Inſolence to” the King on one ſide, afterwards the 
who fern) of - Commons Adjourncd by . the ſame- Perſon, 
their Speaker; without; nay; againſt their Conſent, to pleaſe 
hith;" ' yt this Gentleman permitted conſtantly to be a 
Member to this Day ? And What a Noiſe and Clamour had 
we lately of the 'Growth of Popery, and a moſt unreaſonable Att 

won'ir, when the Myſtery of all was no other than wr 
"King Wilkiem's tion 'with hjs Confederates beyond 


&« 
ck Tod fngariars efſcbves with the Abuſed People at home ? 
Whether ' thee" things do- not tend to the Diflolution of the 
Government, 


Government, and to introduce a Commonwealth, Ilke ro'end 
- in Anarchy and Confuſion, as heretofore, is not hard to be 
rcſolyed, and deſeryes to be well conſider'd in time. And ir 
may be worth the Conſideration, | Whether the Myſtery of 
ſome Peoples Heat _ about the Succeſſion be not in the botrom, 
to make that a Step to the Alteration oft the Government? 
So. that there, ſeems two Dangerous Corruptions in the late Mcem- 
bets-of the Houſe of Commons; the one the Trade of Particu- 
lar Members, of which I have mcationed bur little of what is 
known, _ or upon. good rounme believed or uf; ; 
whereby the common Intereſt of the People is bought and 
ſold by rlitſe Traders, or Traitors if you will ; the vther 2 
Conſpiracy of a mot wicked Feftion of Apoltares, Deiſts, Socinians 
and Latudinarians, to ſubvert the Government, under pretence 
of Preſerving the Rights of the People; and to caſt out 
Chriſtianity, under prerence of Securing the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion. And how little there is of true Religion amongſt any 


De 7 ; 


of them all is Notorious by their Aftions in the two laſt Pare: 


liaments, upon the Letters in Print to Sir Richard Cocks, and ro 
ny Rs, Gentlemen andiFeceholders, and Commons of Eng- 


hat a Charge of Impiety is there upon the whole Houſe | 


of Commons! And what a lilly and impious Vote was paſs'd 
upon it! And how Hypocritically and Scandalouſly have this 
laſt deſervedly. ſhort-livid Houſe of Commons behaved them- 
ſelyes 'in their Formal Addreſs for a Solemn Day of Faſting 
and Prayer tor the Bleſſing of God upon their Conſultations ; 
and yet not one of them all ſo much as open his Mouth for a 
due Corref&ion of ſogreat Impicty. 

It is certain and unqueſtionable, that being aſbamed of Chriſt 
or bis Words, and &iving Offenc: or Scandal to Religion, are Two 
Capicdl Crimes in the Laws of the Goſpel, and terrible and 
ſevere Judgments denounced againſt them. And nothing can 
be more Scandalous to Religion, than tor a Manu to make a 
high Profeſſion of Religion, and be aſhamed or afraid to ſpeak 
for it, when there is ſo juſt and neceſſary occaſion. $o thar 
the Sin and. Danget of ſuch Perſons in the Houſa, | take to 
be the greateſt of all, and that which is like ro feal up ſome. 
Pagan 'of God upon the whole Nation, -if ſome proper 

e be not ſpecdily "taken to prevent &. 


God 


(4) | | 
* God bath already anſwered them in theic own kind : for 
he hath the' Hearts of ry 6 in his hands, and turns them 
as the Rivers of Water And if rhe People have not new a 
Cate that they chooſe none of them again, they who do 
otherwiſe may poſſibly figd rhe Curſecleave to themſelves, and 
ro thoſe they chooſe. And as the King has done well to 
Difſolve them, fo. if he pleaſe to conſult his Judges, and. 
the Learned in the Law, it is like he will find matter cnough' 
to Correct the Infolence of ſome of the moſt ative Com- 
Iretors. And then it may be hoped, we may ſcca true Engl/h 
ar\jament again. And then ir may alſo be hoped we may fcc 
the ma which have been too long negleQed, effeftually re- 

paired, 
Part of the Letter to Sir RICHARD COCKS. 


In your Houſe 1 obſerve ſuch abominable Impiety, and Con- 
tempt of Religion, 05 mg hath rarcly been known : I haye 
heard it complained of by Members of the Houſe, that a Man 
can hardly menrion any ing of God or Religion there, bur he 
ſhall be in danger to be ridicul'd or laught at. And when I have 


asked, Why no body moved the Houſe, that ſome of them 
might de called to the Bar, and made Examples ? The common 


Anſwer hath bcen, It would be to no purpoſe. Which is the 
Shame 'of the whole Houſe, and notorious Evidence of their 
Impudence and Ignorance of what becomes ſuch Aſemblies, in 
one part of them; and of ſuch Baſeneſs, as makes them un- 
worthy of the Name of Chriſtians in the reſt ; as if the gene- 
rous Diſcharge of ſo great and noble a Duty, was hot of it ſelf 
a thing to rut purpoſe; as if the Fearful, 'or ſuch as are 
aſhamed of Chriſt, or bis Words, are not to have their parr 
with Infidels and Ulnbelievers ; that i, with ſuch as the reſt of 
their Fellow-Members of whom they complain; as if their Baſe. 
neſs might not reaſonably be impured by the others to Infidelity 
and Disbelief of the Religion, which they profeſs, to the Scan- 
dal of Religion, and Hardening thoſe pow Creaturcs in their 
Impiety, It is no wonder if the whole Nation abound in Infi- 
delity, and all kind of Wickedneſs, when therc is no more Re. 
ligion in thoſe who ſhould corre& ir. | 
The Letters at Large with other Papers, may be had: at the New. 
Jnn Coffee-Hcufe. «ll 


 —— —_— 


” Printed in the Year 1701. 
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To the Knights, Gentlemen, Freebolders and 
Commons of England. 


Gentlemen and Fellow-Commoners, 


S- 

HO I have given ſufficient Demonftrat:io#To all thoſe few who know 
me, of my good Will, — "mt Reſolution for your Service, 
yet ſuch has the Malice of ſome wicked men to defame me, 
which I could bave born patiently 'did it not diſable me to ſerve 

you, as I would, that I'm compel'd, as St. Paul was, to lay thoſe things for my 
ſelf, but for your ſake, which nothing leſs ſhould have extorted from me. 


I have liv'd now in the World above the ordinary Age of Man. My princes” 


pal Study from my Youth has been the Service of God and of my Country, 
upon all Occaſions, which I always look'd upon as Calls to me. I always bated 
K'navery and Falſhood, and was zealous for Truth and Righteouſneſs ;, tho 1 
have ſometimes been miſtaken in matrers of fatt of others, yet never in my 
Principles that I remember, or varied from them in deliberate Ations, ſo as 
to be juſtly charg'd by Man, tho | dare not juſtify my ſelf before the ſtri& 
Juſtice of God. I have ſpent my Life- in this Service without foliciting for 
Preferment, or (0 much as accepting what has been offer'd me both in Church 
and State. Ard to ſay nothing of former times, I prov'd my felf a Faithful 
Monitor to the late King and Queen, and to my Country, all his time from 
firſt to laſt, and ſoas I doubt not but Poſterity will approve, whatever the 
reſent Generation doth : and fl;ould have done the like 1n the preſent Reign, 
ad I had the like Opportunities, nor have I been wanting in what I could do. 
I drew a Specimen of a Declaration againſt Debauchery, before the Prince 
came to London, which being approv'd by conſiderable Perſons, was ſoon after 
deliver'd to him, and the Care of it recommended to one, whoſe Advantages 
were no leſs than his Duty to have promoted it : After he came to the Crown, 
I preſented him with a moſt faithful Admonition of what moſt concern'd him, 
and not only then complain'd in print of the ſhameful negle& of the Propa- 
gation of Religion in Foreign Parts, and of Reformation of Manners at home, 
but ſome time after aually begun that neceſſary Work, and had undoubtedly 
brought it toa good Effect ſpeedily, had not ſuch as were aQually engag'd in 
it, and ſuch as were moſt of all oblig'd to promote it, unworthily delerted 
it, and __ little ſuperficial Formality wnitead of it, winch hath more ex- 
pos'd it to Contempt by great Ones, than prumoted it among Inferivurs, 
| gave you not only Notice, tut Example tov, how to correct the Miſcar- 
riages of your Triftees in Parliament, and to make them know, that they are 
not your AMafters but y« ur Servants 3 but ſuch as are moſt hke to undo you, 
if you look not better to them, and conlider their Bebaviour at y cur County 
Courts and General Quarter Scflions, 


. * ® Ls = 
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ering of how great importance it is to have a Good Canſe in all Diffe» 
ences, and bow mach Religicn is really concerned or ed in the pre- 
ſent War, I began before it broke out again, in a Diſcourſe dedicated to the 
Judges, to ſhew the neceſſity of mending our Cauſe in matters of RAPS 

have ( afſerted the Trath in ſeveral Particulars againſt four ſeveral Par- 
ties, that not uy one of - of them all has yet appear'd publickly toreſiſt it 
(otherwiſe than by Lies and Calumnies, and diſcouraging the llers from 
printing or ſelling my Writings) or defend their own Cauſe againſt me; a 
thing perhaps never ln ſince Printing was known; and an Atteſ- 
tation to Truth not inferiour to a Miracle, being a plain accompliſhment of our 
Saviour's Promile. 

Moſt of theſe things have been preſented tothe Lower Houſe of Convocation 
where they reſt in Peace. And I have done the like in Civil Matters by juſt 
Repreſentations toour Repreſentatives in Parliament : But there not only Truth 
and Juſtice has been diſregarded, but one of our principal fundamental Rights 
violated, by thoſe, whoſe principal Truſt and Bufineſs it is to take Care ro 
preſerve 'em. And ſeveral Papers of this fort, with others of a Collection, 
intituled, A Meſſage of Peace, &c. beiug ſtifled by the former Artifice, this 
Nation ſeems now 1n the miſerable Condition of the Jews of old lamented by 
the J/a. 59. 14, 15. ts _ 

I could te!l you of divers other Muters, both Civil, and relating to Religi- 
on; as for the better ordering of the Revenues of the Church in populous Pa- 
ri for more Aſſiſtants to take care of the Souls of the People; fur better 
Proviſion for the neceſſary Preparation of yy a" for their Execution ; 
for better and more reaſonable Correttion for Criminals than our common Exe- 
cutions ; and for ſuch Reformation of our Gaols and Priſons, which are now the 
Nurſeries of all Vice and Wickedneſs, that they may be made Schools of Vir- 
tue : All things very neceſſary, which I have endeavour'd to promote, but with 
ſuch Succeſs, as, with the like in others, tempt me to ſuſpect the whole Nation 
zo be in ſome ſort under that wicked Power, whoſe Effizies is plac'd in the 
Place of the Croſs, vpon the chicf Spire of the City ; eſpecially when I con- 
hder what W ickedueſt | has been atted, how the Nation has been ab«#d, and the 
Judgments of God provok'd by ſuch Myſteries of Iniquity, as affront his Om- 
niſcience, as well as his F«/tice, harden (ſuch as are concern'd in them in Apo(- 
tacy, now call'd Deiſm, and little lels than Atheiſm, and would fill the Minds 
of all ſober People with Horror, were they but commonly known and under- 
ſtood. But a Spirit of Slumber doth alually precede the greate(t Judgments. 

And this Suſpicion is the more increas'd in me, when I conſider how eaſily 
our Diviſions might be compos'd, and the Miſchiefs and Confuſions, which ſeem 
coming on like a Torrent, be prevented, were it not for. a Spirit of Fattion 
and Self- /ntereſt, but miſtaken latereſt in al Parties, and the Abrſes put upon 
all by the falſe Fretences of a few Sons of Bichri, who do more harm at home, 
than all our toreign Adverſaries abroad, and were it not for thole, 'twere caly 
to break all their meaſures more effectually, than all our Forces buth by Sca 
ard Land are like to do. 

but one of the greatett Unhappineſes of Mankind in the State they are fall'n 
mto, 1 that they ar2 generally hike a Flock of filly Sheep, which arc either 
exictly fed and preſerv'd 1n Safety, by faithful and carcful Shepherds, or on 
pos 
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x'd or frighted into 
an nm mtey 
For they are very few who a& upon 
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Shepherds, and of the Spirit of FaQtion in all Parties, are theſe. Papers now 


of Popery, had _ 
to inpgratiate themiclv 
their own Er” 2 
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tegrity, Fidelity; © and conſtant Zeal for your Service ;, that is, for the Ser- © 
vice of my Country, ſo much the more notorious 'is the Iniquity and evil Diſ- 
poſitions,” of ſuch as b malicious Defamations, have. not only y 4 
me (which [ could ea a have born had that been - but diſabled me from 
farther Proſecution of that Service hitherto, to which 1 am fo heartily and 
intirely affected ; and the greater is the Evidence againſt them, that they are no 
true Friends to our Country, but «nfairhtu! treacherous Deceivers, who, un- 
der ſpecious Pretences, ſeek to ſerve themielves, without due regard, if any at 
all, to the Service of their Country. And they are of ewo ſorrs, either ſuch 
aSare or have been our Truftees in Parliament, or of the Clergy of the Church 
of Eneland. And theſe latter have-not only :njw'd meand hinder'd me in your 
Service, but brought a foul Scandal upon the Church of England ;, and there- 

. forethe Conſideration of that may be !eftto the ſupreme Authority, fo lately 
aſlertcd in all Canſes as well Spiritual as Temporal. 

But for the others, who have not only #j4r'd me, and done you that Diſ- 
ſervice, but moreover foully broken the Tr» repos'd in them, in betraying 
one of our principal and moſt neceſſary Rights, which if once loit our Ser- 
vants become our Mafters, and more likely by their Tricking to bring all into 
Confuſion, than ever to do any thing truly for the Honor or Safety uf this Na- 
tion, I muſt therefore recommend that vnto you with this FAITHFUL 
ADMONITION AND ADVICE: Neglk no longer your own 
Intereſt at your COUNTY COURTS: Give there your [n/trut:ons 
well conſider'd to your Truſtees, when you chooſe them, and there confer con- 
ſtantly concerning their Behaviour, and as occaſion requires, froin thence ad- 
moniſh them of what yon ſee neceſſary : And at your next Court, or as ſoon 
as may be, aſſert, hke true Englihmen, that antient, fundamental neceſſary 
Right of every Commoner of Eneland, to have his Peritions for proper mat- 
ters to be preſented to the Houſe of Comnions, by his Repreſentatives, and 
to be read, heard and conſider'd, and duly anſwer'd there ; and the = of i 
your Truftees to inquire into the Miſcarriages in that reſpect, This may be done 

alſo = your General Ouarter Seſſions, and by Cities and Buronghs at, their pro- 
per Courts, 


CW SST  } _ 


June 19. Your Faithfu! Friend, Feltow-Commoner, and ready 
]704, : : p | 
Servant in all things of Truth and Rightcouſneb, 


” if © Apr. Fi x wh 17 AP 26 \ 


Edward Stephens. 
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A Second -> 


